
8o Our Brother in Black.

What is the explanation of this, the most won-

derful fact in our history—the fact that placing the

ballot in the hands of nearly a million of men, of

all others the least qualified to perform this high

function of citizenship, has not before this time de-

stroyed the Republic ? And what reasons have we

for the hope that our institutions may continue to

survive such trials of their stability? Statesmen

and philosophers can, no doubt, give us learned

and profound answers. There are some that will

occur to plain people who reflect on these subjects

:

I. Ours is a new country; it offers large oppor-

tunity, outside of politics, for the expenditure of

restless energy. 2. The American people are, as a

class, intensely practical. They are not swept away

by a craze. Emotional revolutions, like some that

have occurred in France, are impossible in this

country. 3. The form and genius of our govern-

ment make it capable of vast adjustability. 4. The

preponderance of Christian principle and sentiment

has done more to save us than any other character-

istic of our people or government. 5. Above all,

the providence of God.

Whether the next generation shall witness the

continuance of good government depends largely

upon a condition not now satisfied, namely, the

education of these untaught voters. (I do not for-

get the great and sore need of the education of all

white voters, also, wherever found.) If we of to-


